School Self- Evaluation

Literacy for September 2014 to June 2017
1.  Introduction:
1.1 Focus of the Evaluation:

School self-evaluation of teaching and learning is part of the ongoing work of Scoil Chomain Naofa.  The focus of school self-evaluation for 2009/2010  is literacy. This was identified, in part, by tracking outcomes for both literacy and numeracy(Standardised test results) over the past three years.  All pupils from first to sixth classes are assessed, including all pupils with special education needs. A number of strategies have been introduced over recent years to address the gap between levels in literacy and numeracy.

1.2 School Context:

Scoil Chomain Naofa is a rural, mixed primary school under catholic patronage. There are currently 122 pupils (67 Boys and 55 Girls) five class teachers, including a teaching principal, one learning support teacher and one part time resource teacher.  We also have the service of a part-time SNA.  Pupils generally come from rural backgrounds and there is strong parental support for teaching and learning, a factor that is acknowledged as having a positive effect on pupil attainment levels and on pupil’s attitudes to learning.
2.  Findings:

Learner Outcomes:

· Pupil standardised test scores for literacy indicate that STen scores for reading are above national norms.  Over the three year period (2010-2013) the number of pupils with STen of 7 and above has increased from approximately 45% to 48%.  The number of pupils with a STen of 3 or below has also increased from 8.3% to 10%.

· The majority of teachers report that attainment trends in reading are at a high level.

· Pupil questionnaires show that 59%  of pupils enjoy writing and that pupils enjoy free writing
· All teachers report concerns about levels of listening and oral language skills.

· All teachers report that pupils do not communicate clearly and confidently in writing.

· All teachers report that writing fluency and the process of writing need further attention.

Learner Experiences:

· Pupil questionnaire results show 59%  of pupils assessed themselves as being good writers.

· Pupils report liking a range of writing genres with 70% favouring narrative.

· Factors reported by pupils as being helpful to becoming a good writer include - access to a wide range of reading, adequate time to think and plan their writing, opportunity to practise writing, teacher support.

· Factors reported by pupils as hindering their writing include thinking of ideas and spelling.

Teacher Practices:

· All teachers report that pupils read a variety of print text with fluency.

· All teachers report that digital media is an area to which pupils are not adequately exposed.

· The majority of teachers report that pupils use the comprehension skills that are explicitly taught.

· All teachers agreed that spelling, grammar, syntax and punctuation need to be addressed.

· An analysis of pupil’s writing samples (both free writing and the Report genre sample) is inconclusive due to different understandings amongst teachers as to what constitutes good writing. However, it was agreed by staff that the samples of writing in general do not correspond with attainment levels generally.

3.  Progress made in preciously-identified improvement targets:

N/A as this is the first year of the process.

4.  Summary of school self-evaluation findings:

4.1 Strengths:
· Attainment levels in literacy are above national norms.

· Pupils display positive attitudes towards some aspects of literacy.

· Reading comprehension skills and a variety of writing genre are explicitly taught at all class levels.

· Pupils use their literacy skills competently in their learning of all curriculum areas.

· Pupils are exposed to a wide variety of reading texts.

· Pupils read with fluency.

4.2 Areas for Improvement:

· Outcomes for writing need to be further explored and agreed at whole school level and used to facilitate progression.

· The teaching of the writing process needs to be further developed throughout the school.

· Teaching of grammar, spelling and punctuation needs attention.

· Need for greater use of digital media.

· Improvement in oral language skills.

4.3  The following legislative and regulatory requirements need to be addressed:

· The anti-bullying policy for the school needs to be updated following the publication of the DES revised Anti-Bullying Procedures and Circular 0045/2013.  See appended checklist:

